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HAVE WE NOT ALL ONE FATHER?....HATH NOT ONE GOD CREATED US?.. *MALACHI. 
Avupurn, N. Y. Sarurpay, May 24, 1828. 
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THE PREACHER. | the wages of uurighteousness—ye, who have 
a sg cP aaa a , deluded the people with unholy assumptions— 

| the day of yqur dowpfeil is at hand! Reason 
end Truth will ere long break the charm and 
leave you exposed to the derision and pity of 
an enlightened world. We have an earnest of 

| all this in the confusion of tongues amongst the 
| votaries of errour; and that religious Babel, 
which has been reared by men’s hands, will 

| totter and fall—and great will be the fall 

















| thereof, 
‘Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, todoctrine.’ | ftistobe expected and desired that nothing 
sl a | Which may be said on the subject before us at 
A SERDION, | this time, will be received as truth, unless 
By 2:6. ePaanee. | proof shall be adduced in its support. Nothing 


but a “ thus saith the Lord” should be. allow- 
ed to satisfy your minds, on the doctrines 
which I may advance on this occasion. And 
even then, the proof exhibited should be: 
brought to the test of reason ; for nothing un- 
reasonable can come from God. While, there- 
It must be gratifying to all the lovers of | fore, I shall endeavour to be plain and candid 
trath to know, that a spirit of inquiry, and aj in che discussion of the subject before us, I 
disposition to investigate the momentous sub- | have to request that each hearer would - lay 
dec: of religion, are abroad in the earth. I | aside all prejudice, and give that attention to 
would congratulate my intelligent hearers on | what may be advanced, which the importance 
the subject of those improvements which have | of the matter secms to require. 
been brought about in our country.— The following particulars will receive atten- 
Mankind have opened their eyes to behold | tion: 1. The /ife mentioned in the text. 2. 
their real situation ; the veil which has been | The'death spoken of. 3. The sense in which 
spread over all nations begins to be taken | Paul and his brethren were “a sweet savour 
away, and the time approaches, we confident- | of Christ unto God.” 4. The seuse in which 
J] Ecucre, when the human mind shall be | they were a savour of life unto life in those 
disenthralled and set at liberty. We find in- | who were saved. 5. the sense i”\which they 
dications of the approach of this golden period | were “ a savour of death unto death” to those 
in the manner in which mankind are seeking | who perished. 6. Attend to the inquiry, what 
after knowledge. The physical, end mental, | is the nature of the salvation spoken of ? and 
and moral worlds, are explored by the enter- | in what way those perished, to whom they 
prising spirits of the age ; and things new and | were a savour of death unto death ? 
are discovered in science, in metaphysicks, 1. As proposed, we are to consider the life 
in morals, and religion ; and the practical ad- | mentioned in the text. 
vantages of these discoveries, while realized} By the term /ife, as used in the text, I un- 
avakind, serve to give them a keener rel- | derstand that spiritual and heavenly state of 
ith for farther improvements, and nerve the | existence, in which we live to God, and enjoy 


Delivered at Auburn on the first Sabbath in Feb. 1826. 
BY REQUEST. 

“For we are unto God a sweet sayour of Christ in 
them that are saved and in them that perisu: To the 
one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the 
other the savour of life unto life.” —2nd Cor. ii. 15, 16. 


e 
: am of Perseverance for a greater advance in | peace with him. The word is used variously 
ledge, and a more splendid victory over | in the bible, but I think in this place the 
» Errour. But a few years ago the assumptions | meaning just expressed will be found to be 

of a certain privileged order of men were re- | correct. I would observe, 
> ceived as the inspiration of God: but new the 1. There is nothing in the subject itself, 
Qn, is cise is widely different. ‘Give us your strong | nor in the context which would authorize us 


mat, Teasons—give us proof—give us argument— | in understanding it to mean Kife, agreeable to 
give us demonstration of the truth of what | the first meaning of the term, that is, natural 
you affirm,” is the cry of an intelligent com- | /ife. The same remark would apply te either 
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ef the other following senses in which the 
word is used in the bible. It cannot reasona- 
bly be supposed to signify the blood, nor the 
appetite, nor conversation, nor this world, ‘To 
attach either of these meanings to the term as 
it is used in the text, would be obviously im- 
proper. ; ; 

2. Though the definition before given is 
satisfactory to my own mind, we might admit 
either of the remaining senses in which the 
term is used, without running any risk, or ex- 
posing ourselves to any serious difficulty, in 
obtaining just views of our general subject. 
We might consider it “ efernal life,” and yet 
contend that, “ this is life eternal to know the 
living God and Jesus Christ.” We might 
consider it as meaning “ blessings of this life,” 
and maintain the fact, that the blessings which 
flow from faith are necessarily confined to the 
present state of being. Or we might under- 
stand it as meaning “ Jesus Christ,” who is 
the life and moving principle of the plan of 
gospel grace. Or we might consider it as sig- 
nifying the sublime “ doctrines of the gospel,” 
and yet maintain that a reception of such doc- 
trines produces. a newness of life in the soul 
and joy in the heart, here on earth. 

3. But, by reference to the context we find, 
that the apostle’s discourse justifies the con- 
struction I have given the subject. He is rea- 
soning on the comparative superiority of the 
New Covenant over the old; and amongst 
other things gives his brethren to understand 
that the Jews rested in the fetter of the old, In 
chap. iii. verse 6, he observes, that God had 
made them (tlre apostles) “able ministers of 
the New Covenant ; not of the Ietter, but of 
the spirit ; for the fetter killeth, but the spirit 
giveth life.” Yn verse 9, he farther says*in 
continuation of the same subject—“For if the 
ministry of condemnation was glorious, much 
more doth the ministry of justification abound 
in glory :” And verse 17—‘* Now the Lord is 
the spirit ; and where the spirit of the Lord is 
there is liberty.”” Again, chapter iv. verse 11 : 
“For we who a” alive, are continually expo- 
sed to death for’ the sake of Jesus; that the 
life also of Jesus may be made manifest in your 
mortal flesh.”” Here observe ; the apostle re- 
gards the letter of the Old Covenant és a dis- 
pensation of condemnation, and the spirit of 
the New, as the ministration of “ justification 
unto life.” He and his brethren, by rejecting 
the former, and embracing the latter, had been 

quickened into life—that spiritual life which 
’ ever flows from the covenant of grace ; and 
they were alive in this sense of the term, even 
while exposed to death for the sake of Jesus 
and his religion. For this reason, in his letter 
to the Ephesians, he says, “‘ And you hath he 
quickened, who were dead in: trespasses and 
sins :”” And so also Rom. viii. 6: “ For to be 
carnially minded is death ; but to be spiritu- 


ii. 19, 20: “For I through the law’ am dead 
to the law, that I might live unto God. I am 
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live : 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the 
life which I now liye in the flesh, I live by 
faith of the Son of God.” 

Now, the apostle had received, and then en- 
_ joyed this life, through his faith in Christ as 
. the medium of justification ; and having thus 

received Christ, and preaching, not himself, 
but Christ Jesus the Lord and himself a ser- 
_ vant for his sake ; and moreover, his testimo- 
| ny having been received by his brethren, and 
, having been mixed with faith in them that 
| heard it, rendered it proper for him to say, as 
in the language of the text, that he was a sa- 
vour of life unto life, to all those who WERE 
saved from the condemnation of the law, (or 
the letter which killeth) and quickened, to- 
gether with Christ by the power of his resur- 
rection. But not to anticipate our second par- 
ticular I pass, 

2. To notice the Deatu spoken of in the 
text. 

The hearer has probably anticipated that 
this death is the opposite of the life we have 
noticed. As natural death is the absence of 
life, so moral or spiritual death is the absence 
of spiritual or moral life. We have seen that 
the life intended by the apostle, consisted of 
the principles of the gospel received through 
the medium of faith. This life was infused 
into the soul by the spirit of the New Cove- 
nant. Hence, in those cases in which such as 
had the gospel preached to them, rejected its 
life-giving power, they were left in the same 
situation in which the gospel found them. 1 
cannot better describe the situation of such 
persons, than in the language of Dr. A. Clark, 
who, in his comment on chapter 3, verse 6, 
(already quoted,) says as follows: “The 
apostle does not mean here, as some have ima- 
gined, that he states himself to be a minister 
of the New Test. in opposition to the Old; 
and that itis the Old Test. that kills, and the 
New that gives life ; but that the New Test. 
gives the proper meaning of the Old; for the 
old covenant had its (etter and its spirii—its 
literal, and its spiritual meaning. The law 
was founded on the very supposition of the 
gospel ; and all its sacrifices, types, and cere- 
monies, refer to the gospel. The Jews rested 
in the letter, which not only afforded no means 
of life, but killed by condemning every trans- 
gressor to death. They did not look at the 
spirit ; did not endeavour to find out the spi- 
ritual meaning; and therefore they rejected 
Christ, who was the end of the law for justi- 
fication ; and so for redemption from death to 
every one that believes. ‘The New Covenant 
set all these spiritual things at once before 
their eyes ; and showed them the end, object, 
and design of the law: And thus the Apostles 





ally minded is life and peace. See also, Gal. 


who preached it, were ministers of that sPi- 














the nature of the death spoken of. It was a 
state of condemnation under the law—a con- 
dition in which those who rested in the letter 
of the Old Covenant—who reposed in meats, 
and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal 
ordinances, did not, nay could not, from the 
very nature of the case, enjoy the benefits of 
the Gospel of the blessed God. 

8. The sense in which the Apostle and his 
brethren were a sweet savour of Christ unto 

As I shall have occasion again to notice the 
signification of the term “savour,” I will only 
observe in this place, that the expression, “ a 
sweet savour of Christ,” &c. is an allusion to 
the ceremonies of the Romans on celebrating 
their victories, a part of which consisted in 
sacrifices, and offering of incense. The figure 
is evidently intended to convey the idea that 
the primitive ambassadors of Christ, having 
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nit which gives LIFE.” From this we learn | 








been faithful to perform the duty assigned | 


them, had obtained a victory, not only over 
the enemies of Christ, but also over their own 
weaknesses and propensities; and, through the 
mercy of God, then enjoyed a “‘ triumph” over 
the powers of darkness. They had fought the 

fight—they had kept the faith ; and they 
looked for the expected reward in the appro- 
bation of their consciences, and of their breth- 
ren, andof God. They had offered upon the 
altar of divine love, the tribute of their 
thanksgiving for their preservation, and the 
signal evidences of Heaven’s protecting mer- 
cies, which they had witnessed. They could 
exclaim “Thanks be to God who giveth us 
the victory through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
By tracing the experience of St. Paul, we 
shall find that he lived and died several times. 
He was “alive without the law once, but 
when the commandment came, sin revived 
and he died.”’ Soon afterwards he was quick- 
ened into life again by a belief of the truth. 
He again died unto sin, and lived unto right- 
eousness. Once he rested in the letter of the 
Old Covenant which killeth, but at the time 
when our text was penned, he lived again, 
having tasted of the spirit of the Lord. And 
even then, he looked forward to the time when 
he should again die, and afterwards be made 
alive in Christ. Now the dedication of all 
the faculties of his soul and body to God, and 
the cause of truth—to the performance of God’s 
will, had resulted in a glorious victory ; and 
gratitude, like holy incense, ascended up to 
the throne, as a sweet odour of Christ, unto 
God. Their endeavours to subserve the in- 
terests of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and thus 
todo honour to his name, had been crowned 
with success—the life-giving principles of 
divine truth had been, through their instru- 
mentality, widely disseminated, and they felt, 
that God, and Christ, and angels, and men, 


Would accept the offering, and approve their | 


abours. 
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4. The sense in which they were a sayour 
of life unto life in those who were saved. 

1 believe it will hold good, as a general re- 
mark, that none of those who rested in the 
letter of the Old Covenant were ever convert- 
ed to Christ. One great cause of the rejection 
of Christ by the Jews, was their blindness in 
regard to the spirit, and application of the Old 
Test. They expected a Messiah, but resting 
in the letter of those prophecies concerning 
him, which were found in their sacred books, 
they were not prepared to discover in the 
“babe of Bethlehem” the divine Prince.— 
Their views were very much contracted. The 
expected Deliverer, they ignorantly supposed, 
would confine all the benefits of his mission to 
themselves. When they read, that ‘of the 


increase of his government there should be no — 


end,” their narrow views applied it to the 
Jews :—When they read the covenant which 
said “I will give him the heathen for his inhe- 
ritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for his possession,” it signified to them, all the 
children of Abraham :—When the promise 
was made that in the Messiah all nations, kin- 
dreds, and families of the earth should be 
blessed, they understood it to mean that all 
God’s holy people were to be thus blessed.— 
Indeed even the early christians did not at first 
comprehend the extent of the blessing which 
was to be communicated through the media- 
tion of Jesus. The impartiality of the grace 
of God, was never fully realized by Peter, 
until the sheet was thrice let down from hea- 
ven containing all manner of creeping things, 
Then, for the first time, the truth burst ere 
his mind, that the Gospel was to be preached 
to the Gentiles, as well as to the Jews! But 
when the spirit of the Lord was diffused, 
which, as foretold by Christ, should teach 
them all things, then they beheld in the love 
of God “enough and to spare”—then, they 
discovered that there was a divine fullness in 
the plan of grace—and that the feast was pre- 
pared for all people, in Zion ! 

When they had thus learned Christ, they 
preached the sublime truth that God was the 
‘€ Saviour of all men”—that Christ gave him- 
self a ransom for all—that in him all should 
be made alive. 
was mixed with faith in them that heard it, 


When the word thus declared . 


the consequence was, it produced the peacea- | 


ble fruits of righteousness. Believers rejoiced, 
and were specially saved. They obtained that 
devout satisfaction which ever flows from faith 
in an impartial God. All their partial views 
were exploded, and as well expressed in the 


Sth of Romans, “they had not received the g 


‘ower 


q 


— 


spirit of bondage again to fear; but they Te- » 
ceived the spirit of adoption, whereby they 
cried Abba Father.”—This was the situation 
of those who believed the truth that “ maketh ¢ 


free.” 


In allusion to the custom -of the Romans ¢ 


before mentioned, of celebrating their yicto-... 
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ries by offering incense, &c. the Apostle, in 
view of the splendid triumphs of divine grace 
over errour and darkness, affirms in our text, 
that they who had “laboured and suffered re- 
proach,” in the good cause, were a sweet 
savour to them that were saved. 

Here jit may be weil to notice the ceremony 
from which the figure was borrowed. “ A 
triumph, among the Romans, to;which the 
apostle alludes, was a publick and solemn 
honour conferred by them on a victorious gene- 
ral, by allowing him a magnificent procession 
through the city. He was carried ina mag- 
nificent chariot adorned with ivory and plates 
of gold; and usually drawn by two white hor- 
ses.. The triumphal chariot was followed by 
the Senate, and the procession was closed by 
the priests and their attendants, with the dit- 
ferent sacrificial utensils; and a white ox, 
which was to be the chief victim. They then 
passed through the triumphal arch, and along 
the sacred way to the capitol, where the vic- 
tims were to be slain. 

During this time, all the temples were open- 
ed, and every altar smoked with offerings and 
incense. The people at Corinth were suffi- 
ciently acquainted with the nature of a érivmph 
to understand his meaning ;_ as about 90 years 
before this, Lucius Mumius, the Roman Con- 
sul, had conquered all Achaia, destroyed Co- 
rinth, Thebes, and Chclcis ; and, by order of 
the Senate, had a grand triwnph, and was 
surnamed Achaicus. St. Paul had now a tri- 
umph (but of a widely different kind) over 
the same people ; his triumph was in Christ, 
nd to Christ he gives all the glory. See ver. 
4: “Now thanks be unto God, which al- 
Ways causeth us to ¢riumph in Christ ; and 
maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge 
by us in every place.” His sacrifice was that 
of thanksgiving to his Lord ; and the incense 
offered on the occasion caused the savour of the 
nowledge of Christ to be manifested in every 
place. As the smoke of the victims and in- 
ense offered on such an occasion, would fill 
he whole city with their perfume, so the 
dour of the name and doctrine of Christ filled 
he whole of Corinth, and the neighbouring 
pgions ; and the apostles appeared as triumph- 
bg in and through Christ, over opponents, 
Hols, superstition, ignorance, and vice, where- 
er they came. Hence, in allusion to the 
Bregoing facts, the apostles and their labours 
ere a sweet savour unto God, “in them that 
ere delivered” from the bondage of sin and 
our. 

5. The sense in which they were a savour of 
th unto death in them that perish. 

As this is an important particular of our 
psent subject, I must be allowed to induige 
rself in being somewhat prolix; though it 
bil be my endeavour to tax your patience as 
Je es possible. I will be as concise as the 
rtance of the subject will admit. 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 








As itbecomes me not to forget that evea our 
present text is made, with some, to speak the 
doctrine of eternal torment, I must, first un- 
der this head, endeavour to remove that im- 
pression. ‘The fact that the authour of our 
text observes a total silence on the subject of 
endless misery, is, of itself, enough to silence 
all cavilling ; but more may be said.— 

1. The nature of the gospel, as taught by 
the apostles, forbids that we should cherish 
the popular opinion of this part of qur subject. 
The gospel is the good news—the cheering in- 
telligence that God has designed to bless all 
people—all nations—all families—all kindreds 
in Christ; and this good news was designed 
for all people, inasmuch as all were equally 
interested in it. Hence, then, although the 
gospel might be rejected, for a season, and 
thus fail im producing life among the dead, 
yet this state of things cannot always remain, 
inasmuch as its original object was the reno- 
vation of every heart, and the conversion of 
every soul. Unless we can make it out, that 
the faithfulness of God shall be made of none 
eflect—unless God shall deny himself, the gos- 
pel will yet be heard, believed and known, 
by every creature in the Universe of God. 

2. But if this argument should fail, we 
have only to say, that those who reject it to 
their own destruction, will perish, and not be 
endlessly miserable. By what rule of inter- 
pretation our limitarian friends arrive at the 
conclusion that the word perish signifies end- 
less continuance of misery, I have never been 
able to determine. Surely the word, of itself, 
signifies no such thing. If therefore, the text 
should be found to operate against the doctrine 
of God’s impartial grace, it would only go to 
prove that those who reject the gospel shall be 
annihilated. But, 

3. The verb “to perish”? may be under- 
stood in a sense perfectly compatible with the 
doctrine of universal salvation. Take, fora 
case illustrative of this, that of the prodigal 
son. His father always loved him—his pur- 
pose was to bless him. But the son preferred 
to go into a far country and there spend his 
substance in riotous living. Soon his portion 
of his father’s property was exhausted, and he 
became miserable. His language was, ‘“‘ How 
many hired servants of my father’s have bread 
enough and to spare, and | perish with hunger.” 
Now, ho one will pretend that the word per- 
ish sigmified in the passage just quoted, the 
entire extinction of life, or endless misery.— 
‘The event proves that it only signified that 
distress which was consequential on leaving 
the best of parents. The froward child form- 
ed the pious resolution to return. “I will 
arise and go to my father.” He returned, and 
was kindly recéived. Here it may be obser- 
ved ;—the child had been in a perishing con- 
dition, but he returned to his father after all: 
the goodness of the parent, when realized by 
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prodigal, must have rendered his misery 


the 


the more exquisite:—eh! the love of the 


good old mau was a savour of death to 
the prodigal ; but as soon as he had formed 
the resolution to return and throw himself upon 
the mercy of his father, the evidences of his 


unwavering kindness became a savoury of lite 
to the penitent son. 
4. There were several sayings among the 


ancient Jews similar to the clause of our text 
now under examination, which will aid us in 
obtaining its true sense. One was, “ As the 
bee brings home honey to its owner, but stings 
others ; so itis with the words of the law.” 
This is an apt illustration of the apestle’s idea. 
“ As our preaching produces life in those who 
treasure it up in good and honest hearts, it is a 
savour of life unto life to those who receive it; 
but like the bee, it stings those who reject it, 
by rendering them inexcusable before God.— 
Another saying of similar import was—“ They 
are a savour of lives to the Jsraelites ; and a 
savour of death to the people of this world.” 
The apostle’s meaning is plain ;-—those who 
believe, and receive the gospel, are saved: 
those who reject it perish ; but not eternally. 
The ancient sayings of the Israelites justify 
this opinion ; and their meaning is obvious.— 
The Jews received the law and the prophets 
as from God; and thus possessed the means of 
a present salvation. The Gentiles ridiculed 
and despised them, and thus perished in their 
iniquities. ‘The same happens in the present 
day, to those who receive, and to those who 
reject the gospel; it is the means of joy and 
salvation to the former ; it affords no joy to the 
latter, because they do not believe; for such 
are not only not saved, because they do not 
believe the gospel; but they rest under the 
condemnation of the law, because they reject 
the truth. The sun which nourishes tie tree 
that is planted in a good soil, decomposes and 
destroys it, if plucked up and laid on the sur- 
face: So the Gospel of God. nourishes and re- 
freshes the soul of him who receives it; but 
sometimes blights the happiness of him who 
believes but one half of it. See Dr. A. Clark. 

My ideas may be farther illustrated in the 
comditions of two persons of opposite senti- 
ments—a Ljmitarian and a Universalist. Sup- 
posing the gospel tobe what I have defined it, 
“ good tidings of great joy which shall be to 
all people.” How does this gospel suit the 
believer in partial grace? He looks upon it 
with abhorrence! He disdains, like Peter, to 
eat things common and unclean! The preach- 
ing of such a gospel frets his pious soul to 
death. Resting in the letter of the old cove- 
nant, he rejects the spirit of divine and im- 
partial benevolence. In the fervour of his 
pious wrath he denounces the preachers of 
such sentiments as “the devil’s recruiting offi- 
cers”—their doctrine, “the devil’s doctrine” 


~while the spread of such views causes bis | 








spirit to fail within him! How is it with the 
believer? Ah! to him this Gospel of the 
nighty God, is like the noon-tide splendour of 
the sun. He beholds in its rich provisions, 
enough and to spare. He rejoices.in the hope 
of his own salvation—he beholds with the eye 
of faith the sure evidences of the salvation of 
his friends—he rejoices with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory in the prospect of a world’s 
salvation! Like the plant watered by the dews 
of heaven, his soul is refreshed, renewed, and 
saved: the gentle but powerful rays of the 
sun of righteousness, cause him to grow in a 
knowledge of God and divine things, till like 
believing Thomas, when the truth of the 
Lord’s resurrection burst upon his mind, he 
excluims—‘my Lord, and my God!” 

6. We now come to the general inquiry, 
what is the nature of the salvation spoken of 
in the text, and in what way those perished to 
whom the apostles were a savour of death, 
&e.” ; 

It has been supposed, that unless mankind 
are exposed, either by innate depravity, or by 
evil practices, to endless misery, there can be 
no such thing as salvation. But to me this 
idea partakes more of iguorance than of wis- 
dom. I observe, 

1. Any thing like salvation on such a prin- 
ciple would be impossible. For, if any one 
is exposed to endless misery, it must be either 
by the predetermination or consent of the Al- ° 
mighty: If by the predetermination of God, 
unless the divine Being can determine to do, 
and not todo a thing, at the same time, he 
cannot determine to:damn a soul, and yet 
leave it possible that such soul can be saved. 
And unless God can consent, and not consent, 
at the same time, that a soul shall damn itself, 
it will follow, that if any one was ever, in this 
sense exposed to hell, he must go there, and 
if he never does go there, by the consent of 
God, he never was exposed to such a place. 

2. Until our opponents prove that mankind 
are exposed to the eternal displeasure of God, 
they ought not to assume the ground I am ex- 
amining. In order to prove their hypothesis 
correct, they must produce a law to which the 
penalty of endless pain is annexed. [If they - 
fail in this, they ought next to examine the 
gospel, to see whether that brings eternal mise- 
ry to light; and if they fail in this also, (as I 
strongly suspect they will,) then they ought 
to bring forth their strong reasons and argu- 
ments to convince an inquiring world, that it 
would be justin God to damn a soul to all 
eternity. And even then their labour would 
be but half performed; for they would then 
have to convince us, that the justice of God 
can require the endless misery of the soul, 
and at the same time his mercy require its 
salvation. 

3. Itis very evident from the scriptures, 
that the Jews kacw nothing of a futuze stata~ 
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and consequently all tlie penalties ennexed to | 
the law given by Moses must have been con- 
fined to the present existence. They could 
not have expected either rewards or punish- | 
ments in a state about which they had no just | 
conceptions. Hence, it is preposterous for | 
Christians to resort to either the letter or | 
spirit of the old covenant for proof of the doc- | 
trine [am examining. We might with just | 
as much propriety test the theory of Capt. | 
Symmes, by the crude notions of our Indians. | 
4. Although it is cheerfully conceded that | 
certain penalties were annexed to the laws of 
the Jews, yet that fact neither proves the jus- 
tice of those penalties, nor of any other. Who | 
would advocate the propriety of prohibiting a 
man fim the privilege of entering the con- | 
gregation of the Lord, merely because he 
should happen to have a crooked back? Or 
who will now contend that a child is to be | 
held guilty because he happened to have a | 
wicked father ?—Yet these were laws and cus- | 
toms among the Jews. 
Agein: [ am by no means certain that any 
penalties are recognized in the gospel. Our 
Saviour’s system was this—if a man strike 
you on one cheek turn the other; not strike 
him in return ;—if a man take your coat, give 
him your‘cloak also ; not take the last remnant 
from his back to retaliate ;—if a man compel 
you to go one mile, go with him twain ; not 
drag him back with you! Mankind pretend 
to be very wise, and we are told that our laws 
are founded upon the basis of Christianity ; 
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| flicted? Yes. 


' Will he not do it ? 































but I very much doubt the truth of their asser- 
tions to that effect. I seriously doubt whether 
Christianity will warrant us in shutting up a 
fellow creature in jail, merely because he hap- 
ens to be unable to pay his debts. And I 
have yet to learn that Jesus Christ, who rebu- 
ked Peter for cutting off an ear, ever taught us 
that it is right to hang a poor creature by the 
neck till he is thrice dead, because he killed a 
person once! But, much less did he teach us | 
that the God of Love had made us for a bell | 
of endless terment ! 
Take, if you please, the most outrageous | 
act ever committed, that of crucifying the Lord | 
of glory. His murderers shed his blood :— 
Consider the penalty of what you are pleased 
to call the law of God ;—what is it? Is it to | 
damn those souls to all eternity? .No. That | 
law in all its deformity never demanded any | 
such thing! At most it only required that by | 
man should their blood be shed! Great God! | 
from whence then originated the abominable | 
doctrine I am examining ? 
5. But much is made to depend, by modern | 
theology, upon man’s co-operation with God. | 
We must work with him and for him, or, or- | 
thodoxy says, we cannot be saved ; and if we 
believe all that is told us, God would be in a 
curious predicament, if men (especially the | 
priests) did not help him! But has God given | 
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fault, to be thus ignorant. 


us alaw? Yes. Has he annexed a penalty to 
st? Yes. Will that penalty be certainly in- 
Then why should man trouble 
himself about it? Why not let the almighty 
reward or punish, without our interference ? 
Then the theory I am con- 
sidering is incorrect. Will he equitably re- 
ward and punish all his creatures? Then from 
such rewards and punishments there is no es- 
cape—there is no salvation from punishment. 
From this, it will follow, that those who 
were saved, of whom the apostle speaks, weré 


| saved from condemnation under the old cove- 
nant—were saved from ignorance of the true 


principles of justice—were saved from that 
deplorable situation in which they were without 
hope and without God in the world. It matters 
not whether the condemnation under which 


_ they had before been placed was just or not; 


if unjust the greater their deliverance. So of 
their ignorance. That is ever justly consider- 
ed the cause of all sin and misery ; and when 
they were deliyered from it, they were saved 
from an evil of the greatest magnitude. They 


| were saved by faith in the gospel and belief of 


the truth. Then, they comprehended the di- 
vine fullness of a Saviour’s love, and under- 
stood the requisitions of his unlimitted bene- 
volence. 

Lastly. But those who perished, experien- 
ced the opposites of all these blessings. They 
remained in ignorance and sin. They felt none 
of those joys, tasted none of those enjoyments. 
They rested in the letter of the old covenant of 
works, and “ perished for lack of vision.” — 
Their condition was deplorable. Their ignor- 
ance led them to reject the Messiah; looking 
forward to the coming of their expected deli- 
verer, they mourned all the day long. They 
had nothing but husks to eat, and but little be- 
side their own righteousness to wear. 

But suppose they remained in that situation 
until death—would it not follow that they shall 
remain in ignorance and misery to all eternity ? 
No. For, it is more their misfortune than their 
If they were “all 
their life time subject to bondage,” it would 
seem an act of cruelty to continue their misery 
any longer. But—‘‘as death leaves us, so 


judgement will find us ;”’ and of course, if they 
perished inignorance, they wiil be found so in 
eternity ! 
say, that as “death leaves us so judgement 
shell find us.” 
rection all shall be changed in a moment, to 
glory, power, and immortality. 


But, remember, the Bivle does not 
On the contrary, at the resur- 


Indeed, tho’ 
Iam not an advocate for future disciplinary 


punishment, there is nothing to disprove the 
idea that we shall hereafter go on in improve-» 
ment, in knowledge, and holiness to the end- 
less ages of a blissful eternity. 
ought I know, learn more of God—more of his 
works—more of his love, in another world 
than has entered into the heart of man to con- 


We may, for 
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cive in this, and as we pogress in knowledge 
we shall be more and more happy. 

To concLUDE: We have seen that the life 
mentioned in the text is that state of felicity 
into which we are quickened, by that Gospel 
which is the power and wisdom of God unto 
salvation to every one fiat believeth ; to the 
Jew first and also to the Gentile: We have 
learned from the subject before us, that the 
death spoken of, is that of tresspasses and sin— 
the absence of light, and spiritual life: We 
have seen that the apostle borrowed a figure 
from the custom of the Romans in celebrating 
their victories, to communicate to his Gentile 
brethren in Corinth, the victory which had 
crowned his devoted labours, and the redation- 
ship that existed between them and God, and 
their brethren: And we have spoken ‘of the 
nature of the salvation communicated by the 
gospel, and its opposite, the - condemnation 
which rests upon the unbeliever. In all this 
we find nothing to sustain the heathenish doc- 
triee of endless suffering in hell ; but much to 
strengthen our hopes of immortal blessedness 
for all mankind. 

If we look abroad into the world, we shall 
find that thousands are now perishing under 
the condemnation of the old covenant. It is 
even now, as it was in the days of the Apostle. 
“Moses hath in every city them that read 
him.” The veil is not yet removed—* dark- 
ness covers the earth and gross darkness the 
people.” What shallbedone? Arise, breth- 
ren, in the majesty of truth, and take the 
field. One, clad in the armour of God, will 
put ten thousand to flight. Even the few who 
now honour me with a patient hearing, have 
only to will and it will be done. 

Behold professing Christians, cringing be- 
fore the imaginary wrath of God; sce their 
mental imbecility, and withhold pity if ye can. 
Some are afraid, lest the plan of God should 
fail through their neglect; others are pleased 
with “ down-sittings and up-risings ;” 
{and O, that the number were less) are afraid 
toavow their real sentiments, lest a penny 
should be lost, or their popularity should be 
pprpetdined ; and lastly ; others pass heedless- 
y along the beaten track “caring for none of 
these things.” 

Be persuaded then, ye little band who dare 
to think—be entreated to do all in your power 
to convince the world of its errour, that man- 
kind may no longer perish in their present de- 
gradation. Convince them, if they can be 
convinced, that “‘we have eternal life, and 
this life is in the Son of God.” Compel a 
stif/necked and rebellious people to confess 
that in our Father’s house there is bread 
enough and to spare! Let this, kind hearers, 
be ourendeavour ; and let us esteem it a pri- 
vilege to believe the gospel, and our duty, ever 
to “give thanks unto God, who giveth us the 
victory, through Jesus Christ our Lotd.— Amen. 


others, | 














ORIGINAL C OMMUNICATIONS. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
THE ESSAYEST, NO. 3. 

The sentiment which consigns to endless 
wretchedness, a large proportion of the human 
family, may be readily enough received by 
those who have never examined it ; but who- 
ever will take the trouble to investigate its 
claims upon our credence, will find, that it 
presents but a gloomy picture of unlimited 
goodness, and is poorly calculated to reconcile 
one to his Maker, to himself, to life, or to 
matikind generally. 

The sentiment, however, is such as might 
naturally be expected from rude and unculti- 
vated minds—such as are under the influence 
of strong passions, influenced by a sense of 
deep personal injuries. We readily love those 
we consider our friends, and just as readily 
hate those we deem our enemies. As towards 
the one we generally manifest ourselves with 
kindness; so towards the other we show our- 
selves harsh and revengeful. Hence we need 
not wonder that those who fancied a God like 
themselves, and adored a Divinity fashioned 
after their own image, should imagive him un- 
der the influence of similar passions, and af- 
fected in a similar manner towards his friends 
or his enemies. , 

Men in their savage state, set no bounds but 
their ability, to the favours they would heap 
upon those who had shown a tender solicitude 
for their welfare ; aud too many have dreamed 
that God would do the same. As men in this 
state are always implacable in their hatred, 
and will pursue revenge to the extent of their 
power, they foolishly imagined God would 
heap excessive tortures upon their, and by con- 
sequence his enemies. It often happened 
they suffered severely from the injustice of 
their fellow men without the means of redress- 
ing themselves. It was then they called upon 
their imaginary Deity to avenge them ; but not 
seeing the wished for judgements overtake 
their oppressors here, they created an ideal 
world, and consoled themselves with the re- 
flection that they should be recompensed in 
the blissful fields of Elysium, while their ene- 
mies should be hurled to the depths of Tartarus 
to weep and howi forever. 

This sentiment gained a more ready accep- 
tance, and a more general extension from its 
congeniality to the various passions which, in 
the infancy of knowledge and refinement, 
would actuate the human breast. Every man 
considered himself a sufferer, and his sufferings 
here he believed would be a sure claim to a 
recompence hereafter. Hence each hoped for 
himself. But each would fancy his neighbour 
happier than himself, and his happiness he be- 
lieved was owing to his injustice, consequently 
his portion in the world to come must be pain_ 














and bitter anguish. Hence envy, a passion s0 | 
common to uSemortals, was soothed, and grati- | 
fied its malignity, by picturing to itself the | 
reverse which would soon take place with re- | 
spect to the object of its malice. | 

Such was doubtless the origin of the doc- | 
trine under consideration, and such the pas- | 
sions which have had a tendency to perpetuate | 
it. So long as men continue under the influ- 
ence of hatred, revenge, or envy, they will 
doubtless draw the same conclusions. It is no | 
matter of surprize, that while men knew little | 
more than to pursue the chase, plunder a 
weaker neighbour, or torture an enemy, that 
sentiments so much at war with the economy 
of Divine Providence should find supporters ; 
but that now, amid the general diffusion of 
the scienec’, and under the light of Christiani- 
ty, there should be any to advocate it, is cer- 
tainly an anomally in the march of improve- 
ment. 
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How often do men who have been favoured 
with a liberal education, assert that “no man 
can be happy in another world, unless he be- 
lieve in Christ in this.”” A sentiment like this 
exposes itself to the severest censure at first 
sight, inasmuch as it sets all justice at defiance 
and laughs at impartiality. Faith is the assent 
of the mind to the truth of a proposition. The 
assent is not voluntary, but the result of evi- 
dence which irresistably convinces the mind. 
Any proposition demanding universal assent, 
must be presented to all with sufficient evi- 
dence to produce the conviction in each mind 
of its truth. Now every body knows that the 
Christian religion has never been communica- 
ted to one half of mankind. How could those 
believe it who never so much as heard that 
there was such a system of religious notions as 
Christianity ? 

Of the four hundred and ninety million of 
Pagans now on the globe, perhaps not a thou- 
sand have ever had an opportunity of believing 
in Christ. Shall the rest be condemned for 
not believing, when to believe was never in 
their power? And what justice is there in 
such a condemnation? About one fourth of 
mankind die in infancy ; these were incapable 
of believing—what shall be their doom? The 
rule says—“no one can be happy in another 
world, unless he believe in Christ in this life.” 
Infants we know cannot believe, consequently 
they must be miserable, or the rule is false— 
The rule is unjust, because it makes one mise- 
rable for not doing that which he had no power 
of doing. It is partial because it does not 
present itself to all with the same degree of | 
propriety. The rule can never claim the sha- 
dow of a reason for its support, until mankind | 
shall be placed in exactly the seme circumstan- | 
ces, and the proposition they are required to 
believe with the evidences of its truth pre- | 
sented to all alike. 

Wore the views of come, who make very | 








great claims to theological knowledge, correct, 
how small a part of the human family will ever 
be happy! These theologians justify them- 
selves, or attempt to justify themselves, by 
saying—men are such exceeding great sinners 
that they deserve to be made endlessly misera- 
ble. Letit beso, and who can escape, since 
all mankind are sinners in about the same situ- 


ation? Stronger arguments than any presented, , 


must be produced before any rational man will 
believe that a part will go to eternal blessed- 
ness, while the rest shall be dragged down to 
infinite despair. I say divide not the child. 


O. A. B. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Mr. Epiton:—Having of late frequently 
had the sfones oi anathemas hurled at me, 
(although with more force than conviction,) for 
my wnbelief in the doctrine of free agency as 
itis held by some ; and feeling deeply interest- 
edin knowing the truth which maketh free 
from the condemnation of unbelief; I am dis- 
posed to do what little my weak and inexperi- 
enced capacity is capable, in order to keep up a 
spirit of inquiry, that the wise and experienced, 
may consider it of sufficient importance to give 
us some light on the subject ; therefore, these 
considerations, together with the belief that 
investigation is the only means by which to re- 
move the evil of ignorance, will suffice as an 
apology for transmitting the following, which, 
should it be deemed .worthy, you will, by in- 
serting it in the Gospel Advocate, confer a 
favour on STEPHEN. 
Summary examination of “ R.’s Review of a 

Candid Inquiry.” 

Although “R.” seems to have conducted 
his “‘Review” with much candour and since- 
rity, and although it will appear to the superfi- 
cial investigator to be conclusive ; yet, on close 
exainination, I think it will be seen, that the 
“ difference” he has endeavoured to make out 
“ between knowing an event, and making that 
event a part of a design or determination,” ex- 
ists merely in the imagination ; and is the ef- 
fect of wrong conceptions of the nature of infi- 
nity. This appears to be a defect to which 
human nature was made subject: that instead 
of trying to conform ourselves to the image and 
likeness of God, we are very apt to endeavour 
to conform him, or rather make him like unto 
ourselves. This fact we see more or less de- 
monstrated in the creeds and dogmas of men; 
the formers of which, seem to me to have been 
guided by that spirit which proceeds from the 
earthly orcarne! mind. They were not per- 
mitted (for some wise purpose no doubt) to 
look into the perfect law of liberty ; otherwise 





| they would not have found such absurd contra- 


dictions ; but those who are thus permitted, can 
view the wisdom and goodness of God in the 
book of nature, as well es in the book of Re- 
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velations; and can see a consistency in the 
idea, that God “worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will’—they can view the 
economy of God’s Government, without ascri- 
bing to his holy name, crucity, partiality or 
duplicity—they can possess the enjoyment of 
that heaven-born charity, which is the effect 
of knowing the truth as it is in Christ; and 
rejoice with joy unspeakable, because the 
Lord God Omnipotent ruleth. 

But, it appears that “ R.”’ in illustrating the 
subject, has, in his first section, produced a 
number of “ instances” of the works of men, 
in which to refute the idea that God designed 
the existence of sin. The following are a few 
of the number: “ A gentleman erects a build- 
ing for his convenience ; and from the perish- 
able nature of the materials, and all human 
works, he knows it will need repairs, and 
finally decay. About this, according to the 
laws of nature, he cannot be mistaken; but 
this is no part of his design, as it would be ab- 
surd to suppose, that he purposed his. work 
should decay and need repairs. This will ap- 


ly to every other similar case ; all earthly ob- | 


jects must change and turn to dust. Our appa- 
rel, our libraries and the knowledge derived 
from them, our equipage together with all 
sublunary conveniences, are designed for orna- 
ment, use, &c., but with a knowledge, that 
they must vanish away.” It seems however, 
that “R.” docs not think these instances ap- 
ply to Deity with equal force, as they do to 
man ; but that they will, so far as to justify the 
ground he has assumed. I think friend “ R.” 
will discover on reflection, that his application 
of the subject is unjust : that, instead of apply- 
ing these sublunary things, in any sense, to 
Deity, it will be seen, that they originate in 
the counsel of his divine will; and therefore, 
must make a part of his design. But this will 
pear more conclusive, when we consider 
that man was created an active being; and 
that whatever the All-wise has designed, must 
result in the greatest possible good to those for 
whom the design was matured. These facts 
no one will deny. Then, as man was to be 
an active being, it was necessary that the means 
»should be put in operation by which to accom- 
plish that design: Therefore, in order to pre- 
vent a disappointment or defeat of the original 
design of Deity, it was needful that the works 
of man should wax old, “need repairs, and 
finally decay ;” otherwise man would soon be~- 
come a mere inactive clod; there would be 
nothing to excite to activity, or to inspire him 
with a desire to propagete his kind: conse- 
quently, mankind would become extinct ; for 
we know by experience, that activity invigor- 
ates and strengthens the human frame, where- 
as, idleness enervates and enfeebles it. 

But again: As it respects the “subjects of 
knowledge and design,” when applied to finite 
man, I think there is a “difference.” Man 











knows from natural causes, what the effects 
will be ;—he knows, for instance, that the soil, 
when properly cultivated, is capable of produ- 
cing grain ; and that, by the means of cultiva- 
ting or tilling the ground, noxious weeds will 
spring up and retard the growth of certain 
kinds of grain, unless removed or checked by 
the agriculturalist—he knows, also, that the 
works of his hands and all sublunary things, 
must perish and come to nought; but how 
does he know these facts? I answer—man is 
a creature of education ; and has learned them 
from experience and observation ; but were a 
man placed in a situation, where none of these 
instances could come under his observation, he 
would be entirely ignorant of them: hence we 
see, that the knowledge of man, is limited by 
experience and observation; but. the knowl- 
edge of God, we must conclude, originates in 
omuniscience ; and therefore, is entirely unli- 


‘mited: consequently, whatever God knew 


would be, is as certain as if he had absolutely 
designed it; and all the difference that I can 
see, between foreknowledge and foreordina- 
tion, when applied to Deity, is merely in the 
form of expression. 

Again: ‘* R.” says, “from the nature of the 
matcrials of which, in the all-comprehensive 
plan of infinite wisdom, it was proper to form 
man, making him instrumental in transmitting 
existence to his species, and thereby making 
him both a thriving and perishable being, the 
Almighty knew perfectly the creature would 
sin; but he certainly had a higher and more 
glorious design in view: for though the creature 
was made sabject to vanity, the divine deter- 
mination is, that the creation shall be delivered 
from this bondage of corruption into the glori- 
ous liberty of the children of Cod.” How am 
I to understand brother R.? That God de- 
signed, in the all-comprehensive plan of his 
infinite wisdom, to make man of materials 
which he knew would lead him to sin; and 
that he had no concern as to the creature’s be- 
ing injured by the nature of those materials ? 
or, that he designed to make him more happy 
in consequence of his having experienced the 
effects of sin, when he shall be delivered from 
this bond of corruption, into the glorious liber- 
ty of the children of God? We must draw 
the conclusion from one of the above questions; 
and if from the first, we shall represent Deity 
as being indifferent, or regardless of the work- 
manship of his hands ; but if from the second, 
we shall make him such a being as the scrip- 
tures represent him to be, a Father, who loves 
his children, and who chastises and afflicts 
them for their good: Such a God is worthy of | 
our highest adoration ; and a plan of theology 
founded on the perfections of this being, will 
not, I think, on due reflection, be found to be 
so “embarrassing” as R.. would seem to repre- 
sent. 

Again: After giving us to understand, that 
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if it be the acknowledged will of God, that ; wards punished with mental stripes,” &c. Sp 


we cease to do evil, and learn to do well,” he long as they are inflicted for our benefit, that 
asks, ‘ will it be said, that his purpose and | we may be partakers of holiness and happi- 
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decree are absolutely opposed to his will ? and 
if so, of what advantage is the scriptures to 
us?” TI would inform friend R. that we do 
not believe that this conclusion necessarily fol- 
lows. We believe it is the will of God, that 
all shall be saved and come to the knowledge 
ot the truth; and that, when man is brought 
to a spiritual knowledge of the truth, he will 
then * cease to do evil,” &c. This I consider 
to be the effect of knowing the truth of God's 
will; and we believe that God’s purpose or 
design, is to accomplish his will in due time, 
by gathering together in Christ all things—and 
is there no “advantage” or consolation to be 
derived from such a revelation? Is there no 
pleasure in believing the creature will be de- 
livered from vanity and corruption to which he 
was made subject? And is there no peace in 
believing, that although God cause grief, yet, 
will he have compassion according to the mui- 
titude of his tender mercies, and that he has 
caused it to work out for us a far more ex- 
ceeding weight of glory? These are a few 
of the many advantages to be derived from a 
revelation from heaven; and these, I think, 
are good reasons why God’s purpose and de- 
cree are not opposed to his will. 

And again: R. gives us to understand, that 
the creature’s sinfulness, is a defect of nature ; 
and that it was necessarily made defective, in 
order to accomplish the divine purposes. If 
this be the conclusion, it seems that friend R 
is a fighting as those that beat the air: for if 
our nature was necessarily made defective or 
sinful it follows, that it was as much the “fruit 
of an absolute determination,” as is the final 
holiness and happiness of all mankind ; and 
af God has designed to make man finally holy 
and happy, (which he will not deny,) has he 
not planned or determined the means by which 
to accomplish his gracious designs? I con- 
ceive our Creator to be the Great First Cause 
of al] causes ; and shall we say, he has ordain- 
ed the cause, and left the effect to be controled 
by mere chance? We may with as much pro- 
priety say, that chance produces all causes ; 
which would be the same as to deny the exist- 
ence of aGod. Virtue, we believe to be the 
cause of happiness ; but if she were never ab- 
sent, we could not prize her worth, nor enjoy 
the sweet charms of her nature. It is the de- 
privation of enjoyment, that makes the pos- 
session of it sweet to us. We could not relish 
or enjoy food, unless we were deprived of it 
long enough for hunger to produce a desire : 
so, we could not enjoy felicity, without first 
shaving experienced 4ts opposite, (misery, )— 
hence, by searching into the nature of cause 
and effect, we shall be enabled to see, ‘ how, 
by apredetermination, the evil intentions of 
men sitould be irreversibly fixed, and after- 
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ness, | cannot discover any thing that is 59 
surprisingly “unaccountable,” as R. appears 


to have insinuated. STEPHEN, 
FSS: OL 








For THE GospEr, ADVOCATE. 

I apprehend, that when Constantine became 
a nominal Christian, he wassucha disciple as 
the Jews were of Moses; who believed that 
there had been such a Lawgiver divinely ap- 
pointed and influenced; but evaded his pre- 
cepts. 

‘The real disciples of Christ combat no more 
for the kingdom and glories of this world ;— 
they fight no more for mastery, nor contend 
for its splendours and pomps: But, this did 
Constantine. ‘ By their fruits ye shall know 
them.” He honoured his profession with the 
devotions which the heathens pay to their gods, 
by adorning their temples with splendour, and 
loading their priests with riches, secular ho- 
nonrs, and dominion. This quickly filled the 
church with disciples like himself—all seeking 
pre-eminence and gain. ‘The meek of the 
earth fled from the contention into remote cor- 
ners, and left the woman and her children to 
the wolves, of whom Paul prophesied ; these 
have, generally, filled the high places in the 
church to this day ; men, followers of the er- 
rour of Balaam for reward, loving the wages 
of unrighteousness. These quickly quarrelled 
amongst themselves; for honours and gain 
have always been bones of contention, and, 
with them a test of true discipleship. Wolves 
may appear in sheep-like coverings, whth all 
the outward display of sanctity and meekness 
of sheep; but honour and gain will betray 
the wolf under his artful disguise. ‘These to 
this day, traverse the world to smell out their 
game; a good living, a fat subscription to 
pay them well for preaching. ‘hose who 
preach the gospel, indeed, have freely receiv- 
ed it from the Lord, and as freely give, trust- 
ing in him in whose name they go forth, that 
he will not suffer them to be destitute. They 
are taught of God; they have in a measure 
the mind of Christ. The joy, set before them, 
is the same that was set before tieir Lord.— 
‘+The Love of Christ constrainsthem, ‘They 
thus judge, that if one died for all, then were 
alldead; and he died for all, that they who 
live shold henceforth live unto him who died 
for them, and that all men might know the 
love of Christ asthey know.” ‘The joy that 
animates the angels above, animates them ; 
to know that one sinner repents and sets his 
face to return to the fellowship of his brethren 
abuve—to lead back one erring prodigal to 
the paternal home above. But those deluded 
men of every sect, that run after pre-eminence, 
applause, gain and influence, had better let 
preaching alone. But the reward of false pro- 
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pbets be theirs, with weeping, lamentation 
and woe. 

Many of this kind have much learning, that 
has cost them much money, labour and time, 
and they will not give you preaching for no- 
thing, that has cost them so dear ; and besides, 
many are gentlemen, sons of opulent men, 
accustomed to live genteelly, or are desirous 
of a gentee! living without much labour. Hap- 
ly, they found people like themselves, willing 
to pay to be flattered, but not disturbed. So, 
»hike people, like priest,” and * birds of like 
feather flock together.” 

I believe that many of them may be sincere 
and upright according to their ‘ight. Such, I 
believe, of every name and nation that work- 
eth righteousness, are accepted with the Lord. 
But others, f believe many of them have much 
knowledge, whose conversation is agreeable, 
andin many things’ instructive—that many of 
them are pleasant friends, and capable of giv- 
ing good advice, are agreeable neighbours, 
indulgent fathers, and loving husbands, and 
not altogether devoid of grace; for even Ju- 
das was not utterly forsaken of his God, after 
his horrid cruelty and treachery, or he would 
not have returned to confess his sin with ab- 
horrence ; and they might without reproach, 
fill any other profession. But whilst they call 
themselves ministers of the gospel, with tem- 
persof mind so opposite to meekness, lowli- 
ness and love, they do not the truth, but be- 
tome traitors to their Saviour, and to those 
that hear them; therefore, they would do well 
to follow some other calling. ‘This is cheaper 
preaching than they afford, and I think it will 
do good to follow it. 

The cabals and contentions that arose. in 
the church, in Constantine’s days, and after, 
wore little known before. It wasthen they 
brought in a new doctrine, that of eternal, 
never-ending damnation, which was very li- 
berally denounced against opponents. See 
Athanasius’ Creed. Images were soon intro- 
duced, and worshipped with angels ; and all 
states beyond the grave claimed, and became 
objects of traflic to the Pope; and never-end- 
ing damnation became a good auxiliary, to 
terrify, and give an edge and sting to their 
anathemas, and has been found so convenient 
and necessary, that almost all denominations 
of gospel merchants retain it tothisday. Re- 
move never-ending, infinite damnation, and 
their trade would cease, their discourses would 
beinsipid without it, and lose that pathos that 
charms, awakens, avd flavours their discourse. 

Inthe days of King Jatmes, Charles .. Se: 
of old England, gospel merchants added a 
seven-fold power to their dominion over the 
consciences of their flocks, highly increasing 
their influence and tyranny over them, by their 
wonderful Confession of Faith; as may be 





seen in Confession of Faith, &c. &c. Edin- 
burgh, printed by the assigus of Alexander, | 


his Majesty’s printer, mpcctxxxvu. Chap 3 
of God’s Eternal Decree—* By the decree of 
God, for the manifestation of his glory, some 
men and angels are predestinated ‘unto ever- 
lasting life, and others foreordained to ever- 
lasting death.” ** These angels and men, thus 
predestinated and forcordained, are particular- 
ly designed, and their number is so certain 
and definite, that it cannot be either increased 
or diminished.” ev. viii. “ A great star fell 
from heaven, bnrning as it were a lamp, and 
it fell upon a third part of the rivers and foun- 
tainsof water.” See chapter 1, verse 20 ;— 
Rivers and fountains, are evidently the pure 
doctrines of the word of the Lord; but the 
star called wormwood, burning as a lamp of 
men’s kindling, fell upon the holy seriptures, 
andembittered them; and many men died of 
the waters, because they were made hitter 5 
to which 2nd Peter, chapter iii. verses 15 16, 
speaking of Paul’s writings, adds—“ They 
wrest as they dothe other scriptures to their 
own destruction.” That these are wolves in 
sheeps’ clothing, see the Assembly’s supplica- 
tion, in said book, page 481, 482; Charles 1. 
Parl. 2. Act 5. 1639, 1640: “ Having suppli- 
cated his Majesty to ratify and enjoin the same 
by his Royal authority, under all civil pains, as. 
tending to the glory of God, the preservation 
of religion, the king’s majesty, honour and, 
the perfect peace of the kirk and kingdom, do. 
ratify and approve of the said supplication, 
act of council, and act of assembly ; and con~ 
form thereto, ordain and command the said 
Confession and Covenant to be subscribed by 
all his Majesty's subjects, of what rank and 
quality soever, under all civil pains; and or- 
dain the said supplication, act of council, and 
act of assembly; with the whole confession 
and covenant itse!f, to be inserted ard regis- 
tered in the acts and books of Parliament ; 
and also order the same to be presented at the 
entry of every parliament, and before they 
proceed to any other act; that the same be 
publicly read and sworn by the whole mem- 
bers of parliament claiming voice therein; 
otherwise the refuser’s to subscribe and swear, 
the same shall have no place nor vote in par- 
liament ; and I jikewise ordain all judges, ma- 
gistrates, or other officers, of whatever place, 
rank or quality, and ministers at their entry to 
swear and subscribe the same Covenant, 
whereof the tenor follows, page 482 :—The 
National Covenant or the Confession of Faith. 
To which confession and form of religion we 
willingly agree in our conscience, in all points, 
as unto God’s undoubted truth, and verily, 
grounded upon Lis written word, &c. &c. and 
therefore we detest and abhor all contrary re~- 
ligion, &c. Subscribed to by the King and 


whole realm in 1580—1640.” For brevity, we 
refer the curious reader to that consumate 
performance of the Assembly of Divines at 
Westminster, &c. &c. 


R. dD. J. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
LIBERALITY. 

Nothing has more effectually retarded the 
progress of true religion, than the hostility 
which those embracing different creeds have 
inanifested towards euch other. Religion is 
but an ‘*empty name” unless it soften the 


heart and make us more kind to our fellow be- | 
ings; but this truth, so important for us to re- | 


member, has, by some strange fatality, been 
overlooked by almost every religionist. Each 


has supposed himself the favourite of the Al- | 


inighty, and that his peculiar opinions were the 
only ideas acceptable to Deity. 
confidence of his owa infallibility, he has pre- 
sumed to deal forth the same damnation upon 


his opponents which his creed taught him | 


would be inflicted by the God he worshipped. 
The world has thus been filled with conten- 
tion, anathema, and persecution. 


infatuated mortals racked with the most tor- 
menting pains, have said they were happy. 


The evils of which I complain might have | 


been avoided had men learned the true nature 


of faith—that it is simply the assent of the | 


mind to the truth of a proposition produced by 
real or supposed evidence. It can make no- 
thing true which was false before believed, nor 
can it have any effect unless it forms a new 
principle of action or affords some little conso- 
lation to the mind of the believer. 

If mankind would be wise, they would cease 
this hostility, and allow every one to adopt a 
religious creed most agreeable to his own 
mind,-while each should labour for correct in- 
formation, and be careful to discharge all the 
duties incumbent on his station in life. 0.a.z. 














ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 











** EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THA FAITH.”’ 


EXADIINLTION 
Of the “ Articles of Faith and Covenant,” adopted by 
the Presbyterian Church, in Auburn, Nov. i617, 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 155. 
“9, That allmen, and the people of God particu- 
larly, are under salemn obligations io observe the 





moral law a$ a rule of life, aud tu abound in love and | 


good works.” 

We are disposed clicerfully to acmit “that all men, 
and the people of God puarticularly, are under solemn 
obligations to observe the moral law asa rule of life, 
and to abound in love and good works”—but we can- 
not see how the “moral law” can be binding upon 
those who were predetermined to disobey that law to 
all eternity. 
endless torment,) the souls of the non-elect will be 
doomed, by an irrevocable decree, to violate all moral 
rules; and if so, why are they required to render 
obedience while here on earth? The eminent apostle 
Paul affirmed, “ we love Him becauce he first loved 


” 
us, 
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In the full | 


Misery has | 
increased at every step—superstition has re- | 
doubled its chains, and in the midst of death, | 


In hell, (if we believe the advocates of 


and it is hard to conceive how those can be bound ' 





to love God who were eternally hated by their Créa. 
j tor. The non-elect were forced intu existence, they 
} will be forced out of the world, and then forced into 


| heil for the crime of having been “ passed by, and or. 





dained to dishonour and wrath,” and why should they 
be considered under “solemn obligations” to obey a 
| law which was never designed to do them any good, 
or to love a God who determined before they existed 
| thut they should exist, and should be damned? 

Nor can’ we discover that the elect are bound tg 
| observe the “ moral law,” on the ground that a part 
| of the human family are objects of displeasure and 
vindictive wrath to the Deity. The moral law re 
quires that we should love our neighbours, and even 
our enemies. As 4 sanction to the requisition to that 
effect it is added—* Mat ye maybe like your Father 
> Now, if Gad hates his enemies 
| so that he will demn them to all eternity, and we, by 


which isin heaven.’ 


obedience to the moral law, “love our enemies, and 
it must be vubvivuus, that 
such obedience to such a law, would lead us on ine 
course directly the reverse of that pursued by the Be- 
| ing who made the law,—we should then, be wor 
“like our Father in heaven.” Hence, our Presbyte- 
rian creed makers must either prove that the moral 


” 


bless those who curse us, 


luw does not require us to “love our enemies,” or 
| admit that it commands us to love them, and by fair 
inference, thut the * people of God” are bound to be 
| better than the being worshipped by the orthodox who 
has made a hell for nine-tenths uf his ofspring! Indeed, 

it appears to our weak judgement, that our Presbyte- 
| rian professors are in danger of loving more persons 
; than their God intends to save. They may safely 
abound in love towards the elect, but ‘to go farther 
| would be at variance with their professions of faith 
} and more than they would seem to warrant. 


“10. That although all men are bound to profess 
| faithin Christ, yet none have any right to the privile- 
ges of the church, but those who give credible evi- 
dence of a change of heart, and are united to the visi- 
ble kingdom of God.” 


If it be true that ull men are bound to profess faith 
in Carist, we would respectfully inquire what “all 
men” are bound to believe? None will be so foolish 
as to deny that ‘all men” are required to believe the 
TRUTA. 


An aposile says something about “ speaking 
the truth in Christ.” ‘Talsing it for granted, then, 
that ‘all men” are bound to profess faith in the truth 


as it is in Christ, let us endeavour to asceriain what 
the important truth is which all are required to be- 
| lieve, according to the articles of faith before us.— 
| What istruth? Answer—* That God did from eter+ 
nity elect some of vur sinful race unto everlasting life.” 
| See Art. 7. Well, if the elect are bound to believe 
| this, it amounts simply to this, that they must believe 
themselves to have been elected to salvation, Butit 
is not enough that the elect believe this “distinguish- 
ing article”—all men are‘bound to have faith. Sup- 
| pose, then, that the non-elect believe it—does it not 
| follow that if they believe themselves to have been 
elected they believe a lie? And does not this article 
imply that some are aciually bound to believe in that 

hic! On the ground that some are 


| 


which Is pot true? 
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elected to salvation and others passed by, it certainly 
cannot be true that ali are elected; and if #1] are not 
elected and yet all are required to believe, it follows 
thateome are required to believe one thing and some 
another, or else that some are bound to believe a lie— 
or to believe in their own damnatich. 

But nore are to be entitled to “the privileges of 
thechurch” but such as “give credible evidence of a 
change of heart.” Now it appears to us that the great 
ado which is made about a “change of heart,” is the 
essence of impudence and priest-craft. As if God Al- 
mighty did not know how to form and endow the 
fuman heart, priests have been employed in new- 
modeling and trying to aiter and improve this seat of 
life and formation of good feeling! The cant of the 
day requires that the heart should be “changed from 
nature to grace,” and it has come to that, that unless 
thehearts of mankind are thus changed, the child ol 
God and Nature must be doomed to hell! What con- 
sumate folly it is, to suppose, that the heart of man is 
so totally unfit for heaven, while ina state of Nature, 
that its possessor must be damned unless some bung- 
ling priest can be obtained, at a salary of some one, 
two, or three thousand dollars per annum, to effect its 
change! 

But we must be allowed to inquire farther—what 
benefits can be expected to result from a change of 
heart?. The elect would be saved at all events; and if 
their hearts are changed at all, the change would only 
be one of the “credible evidences” of their having 
been elected to saivation. Astothe other portion of 
mankind, they never can be changed from nature to 
grace at all: for if once changed we are told they 
would finally attain to everlasting life. All the bene- 
fittben, that can result from the change will be simply 
this—to conviace the priests that the subjects of grace 
arethe chosen of God. 

Yet lest it should be thought that we deny a serip- 
turalnew birth, it is proper to remark that a change 
of heart or disposition becomes necessary only when 
nature has been corrupted—all mankind at first are as 
they should be ; but when contaminated by erroneous 
principles and vicious pursuits, it then becomes neces- 
&ry for them to return to the simple dictates of truth 
ad nature. It is from the absurd notion that the na- 
tureof man is corrupt, that the dreadful conclusion 
has been drawn, by miserable fanaticks, that infants 
are liable to the pains of hell forever! The evils which 
have been consequential on the prevalence of a senti- 
ment so horrid, are incaleulable. And while we cheer- 
fully admit the necessity of a scriptural new birth, we 
challenge our opponents to show by, fair reasoning or 
bible authority that we are wrong in pronouncing 
their views of the subject a libel upon human nature. 

To be continued. 
Sree 


ANOTHER VICTIM. 

On Wednesday morning the 14th inst. Mrs. Beards- 
ly of this village put un end to her existence by cut- 
ting her throat! We have been informed that her 
mind had been partially deranged for some time, and 











that she had never recovered from the state of dejee- 
tion and mental wretchedness to which she had been’ 
reduced by the rant and religious madness of the noto- 
rious Finney and his deluded coadjutors. We cannot 
pass over this tragick event without observing, that it 
becomes every friend of man to discountenance those 
hell-commissioned fanaticks, who go about like a roar- 
ing lion glutting their greedy vengeance with the tears 
of mothers, and gaining a short lived popularity by 
depredations upon the happiness of honest hut deluded 
We would be charitable, but it is evident to 
our understanding that those sacred impostors who 
perambulate our country getting up revivals by dis- 
tortionsof face and extravagant denunciations, should 
be treated as vagrants and lodged in an insane hospital. 
If religion can be supported only by the ravings of fa- 
naticism, let it be discarded. Damnation itself would 
be almost as tolerable tothe benevolent soul, as events 
such as we have taken in hand to notice. And while 
we sympathize with the bereaved children and friends 
of the deceased, we would entreat them to discard a 
faith which leads to such dreadful results. 
TI 

AnoTueRr FarsrHoop DETECTED.—The follow- 
ing is extracted from a late number of the “ Onondaga 
Register” and is an exposure of one other “pious 
fraud” to be added'to the long catalogue of iniquities 
already recorded in the “ Book of Remembrance,” to 
be brought into judgement against the orthodox. We 
wonder at the stupidity of the Bible Society folks— 
and marvel that they should be so strongly inclined to 
“do evil that good maycome.” But let them go on— 
when the people are cheated and coaxed and wheedled 
out of all cheir “filthy Jucre,” they will perhaps learn 
their duty. If the barefaced wickedness of clerical 
beggars does not open the eyes of their dupes, verily 
they would not be convinced though one should rise 
from the dead. 

Mr. Reprietp.—On looking over the annu- 
al Report of the Onondaga County Bible Soci- 
ety, published in your Jast paper, I have dis-~ 
covered a misstatement, which asa citizen of 
this village, 1 feel bound to correct. 

That Report states that there were 46 fami- 
lies in the village of Baldwins-Ville found des- 
titute of the Bible. Knowing this to be un-~ 
TRUF, i have taken a little trouble to ascertain 
facts in relation to this subject, as they existed 
at the time to which that Report refers ; and 
the result is, that this village containéd, at that 
time,'in all onty 43 raminres, and that out of 
that number, onty 6 were destitute of the bi- 
ble at the time the Report was made. 

I have no remark to add, except to request 
the officers of that institntion to be more cares 
fu! in their future communications to the pub- 
lick on that subject. 

A CITIZEN OF BALDWINS-VILLE. 

May 1], 1828. 


—— 


The editor, intending to be absent a few weeks, 
has engaged Br. O. A. Browwnson toassume the mari« 


people. 
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agement and supply the columns of the Advocate until 
his retarn. We feel assured that this arrangement 
will gratify our readers, and therefore, in announcing 
it, make no apologies. 





PThe request of our friend in Canada wiil be 
complied with soon. Whereis “A.C?” We should 
like to hear from him, as our readers are looking with 
anxiety for something from his pen. 

Do tial 





“ Prrest Crarr Exposep.’—We have received 
the first number of a work of the above title printed 
at Lockport, N. Y. Verily, if the editors proceed, 
they will find enough to employ their time and talents. 
The sheet is well executed, but want of time to peruse 
it attentively renders it inexpedient to speak particu- 
larly of its merits—more anon. 

ee] 








We are happy in being able to announce that Br. 
Levi L. Saddler, of Avon, a young man of promising 
talents and good reputation, has engaged in the min- 
istry of reconciliation. Another young brother in Li- 
vonia, Livingston county, we are informed, has also 
signified his determination to proclaim the glad ti- 
dings of great joy. 

erranie  o 

Br. Ackley, of Canandaigua, will preach in this vil- 
lage on the first Sabbath in June—Br. Reese, of West 
Bloomfield, will supply the desk the second, and Br. 
Brownson the fourth Sabbath. Br. Doolittle, it is ho- 
ped, willpreach here on the third—but if se, notice 
will hereafter be given. 

SPATS 

>The Publisher has, at considerable expense, pro- 
‘cured materials for putting the Advocate in a new 
dress. The typography of the work will now beat 
least equal to that of any other printed by the connex- 
ion; and we hope to be able to add, that our sub- 
scribers are prompt in proportion to the pains we have 
taken to obtain their approbation. 


SELECTIONS. 


THIS VALE OF TEARS. 

We have often been pained by hearing from 
the pulpit, this hackneyed expression. Its or- 
igin is in the gloomy doctrines which represent 
Jehovah as the enemy of his offspring man We 
are taught by authority of theologians, that an 
errour committed by our progenitors, has trans- 
muted what was a paradise into a charnel 
house. That tears and suffering are a portion 
of our inheritance, is as certain, as the earth 
is subject to the visitation of tempests, and the 
vicissitudes of the season. Both are necessary, 
and conduce to the benefit of minds and bo- 
dies.—But do we lose the glories of the sun 
in his spots? Shall we term those afflictions 
which give a zest to our enjoyments, perma- 
nent evils ? Shall we murmur through life, and 
shut our eyes on the beauty, the order, and the 
grandeur of creation, because winter comes 
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once in the year? A gloomy and vindictive 
theology is the source of this feeling, and those 
who harbour it, inflict their own punishment, 
Devotion is the offspring of gratitude, but how 
can we have grateful hearts, while insensible 
tothe never ceasing benefits which constantly 
flow from a beneficient Providence? We can- 
not. Effects are produced by causes, 

These of whom it may be said, that « de. 
strugtion and misery are in their ways,” begin 
by misrepresenting the character of God.— 
This errour leads toa disparagement of his 
works and ways. Once believe him a tyrant, 
and every other errour follows in its train. 
We judge the work by the workman, and 
our perverted vision discovers nought but con- 
fusion and moral desolation. Could we he 
persuaded to see the Maker thro’ the medium 
of his works, to “‘ leok through nature up to 
nature’s God.” the illusion would vanish, and 
instead of hanging the head like a bulrush, or 
placing our harps upon the willow, we should 
sing the songs of gladness, enjoy the manifold 
blessings by which we are surrounded, and 
fill our stations with honour to God, and use- 
fulness to ourselves and cur fellows. 

We do not ask that men should be stoics—: 
utterly indifferent tv the perpetually varying 
scenes and chequered mazes of life. He to 
whom all situations are equally welcome can 
have no choice, and no motive to action. The 
sensibilities of such a man could claim no pre- 
eminence over the ecstacies of a trip hammer. 
But we would encourage that constant depen- 
dence on a merciful Providence, which will 
overrule every event for the best good of ail, 
and the ultimate happiness of each. That 
faith which can pierce through the surround- 
ing darkness, and see a brighter world beyond 
it, is from on high. It is the friend which 
sticketh closer than a brother, and like a bal- 
ance wheel in mechanics, equalizes our pro- 
gress through the various asperities of life.— 
This faith, looks with a steady eye upon the 
bright side of the picture, while the converse 
side is kept out of view. It enables us to trace 
through the snow and sleet of January, the 
beauty, the sweetness of a coming spring, and 
the joys of an approaching harvest home. 

With principle as a leading star, “* we come 
out of the wilderness, leaning on the beloved ” 
We use the gifts of Providence as not abusing 
them, and the inc@ise of a grateful heart ari- 
ses to him who furnishes the feast. Learning 
that ** to enjoy is to obey,” our senses are the 
inlets to enjoyments, and our hearts expand 
with benevolence toothers. Malignant beings 
alone delight in misery, and those who view 
with inverted @ision the harmony of providen- 
tial occurrencespand those only, will damp the 
joys which rise to meet us, and mar the hap- 
piness which their vitiated tastes are unfitted 
to enjoy. 








SP Sef S&S 2.23 SB 


W 
in 
W 


& 


SB-aess 


sl 


ss 282 we 





SG er a Se OU SS SS Sl eel SC ee 


ee 


~~ we awww wewtksésFtfkekehlU6FllUeerlllmm lee om ee @ 3 


mms we tS See 











GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


173 





destined media of enjcyment. But intellect 
must rule, and reason should regulate the ob- ' 
ject, and the quantum. Satiety is followed | 
by disgust, and those pleasures which are pur- | 
chased at the expense of others, or to the gen- 
eral injury of society, are dearly bouglit.— | 
Those only are legitimate, on which we can 
reflect with satisfaction, and repeat with self 
complacence. From reflections of this nature 
we may extract the sweets of life, and on such 
considerations, we may safely rest our scheme | 
ofhappiness. ‘Che benevolent—the happy— | 
always rejo.ce in the good bestowed on others, 
and those who do not, indicate plaiuly, that of | 
the science of happiness, they are in utter ig- | 
norancce.—Rteligious Inquirer. 
2 MT hee te 








Ricues.—It is stated of Stilpo, an ancient |: 


stoic philosopher, that when Megara, the city 
of his residence, was subjugated by the Atne- 
nian General Demetrius, he replied to the 
conqueror on being asked what he had ics:— 
“ Nothing, Demetrius; for | had all about me 
that I could call my own. I| have made my 
way through fire and blood ; what fate has be- 
fallen my children, I know not ; but what was 
mine before continues to be mine. Children | 
and goods are but transitory possessions: they 
are servants that are doomed to change their 
masters; blessings from the gods which the 
gods may at any time reclaim; but while the 
rich are lamenting the deprivation of their es- 
tates, the sensual of their mistresses, the titled 
of their offices, and the usurious of their | 
bonds; Stilpo has no loss to grieve for; he | 
has still his justice, his courage, his temper- 
ante, and prudence, and these are all his 
wealth.” 

This answer of the disciple of Zeno, is well 
worthy of attentive consideration. It shows 
wherein the true riches of man consists: not 
in adventitious and extrinsic circumstances, 
which a breath of adverse fortune may ina 
Moment dissipate ; not in erecting splendid 
edifices which a conflagration may transmute 
toashes, nor in whiteningthe ocean with the 
sails of commerce, which a tempest may sud- 
denly engulph; but in storing the mind with 
wisdom, fortitude and virtue, which can with- 
stand unshaken the shocks of adversity, and 
shine with equa] Justre in every situation. 

Merchant's Tclegraph. 
SLA 6 CEC 

Diversity or Manxinp.—There are few 
points in natural philosophy more remarkable 
than the infinite diversity of the human figure 
and countenance. There are, at this moment, 

,000,000 of human beings in existence, 
and no two alike, and yet all substantially the 
same. An extended view of this astonishing 
Variety, is obtained* from the consideration, 
that since the creation of the world, there 





| 
| 





Our senses are the appointed organs, the | have passed away more than a million times 


the number now in being, and that no two of 
them, or of any now in life, were alike. And 
we have reason to believe, thatof the endless 
myriads of those which have preceded us, or 
those which now . exist, and who will follow 
us, each and every one had a distinguished 
mark, either in voice, feature, figure, or a cer- 
tain something not to be guaged, or measu- 
red, and perhaps scarcely to be described. 
PT Te SS 








Manometan Parasie.—A grand signor 
caused his vizier’s arm to be cut off, and pro- 


' claimed that the arm should be thrown up, and 


whoever caught it falling should succeed in 
the vizier’s ylace ; but upon terms to be serv- 
ed the same sauce ata year’s end. When the 
crowd was come together to catch this arm, one 
man, more diligent and dexterous than the rest, 
e@bght it again ; and after his second year, his 
left arm was cut offand thrown up, and he 
caught it with his mouth. This is to show 
what men will sufferto gain a pre-eminence 
over others. 
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HINTS FOR YOUNG LADIES. 
BY MRS. CHAPONE. 

If young women waste their time in trivial 
amusement, the prime season for improve-~ 
meut, which is between the ages of sixteen 
and twenty, they will hereafter regret bitterly 
the loss, when they come to feel themselves 
interiour in knowledge to almost every one 
they converse with; and above all if they 
should ever be mothers, when they feel their 
inability to direct and assist the pursuits of 
their children, they will then find ignorance a 
severe mortification and a real evil. Let this 
animate their industry; and let not a modest 
opinion of their capacities be a discouragement 
to their endeavours after knowledge. A mo- 
derate understanding, with diligent and well 
directed application, will go much farther than 
a more lively genius, if attended with that 
impatience and inattention which too often 
accompany quick parts. It is not for want of 
capacity that so many women are such trifling 
and insipid companions, so ill qualified for the 
friendship and conversation of a sensible man, 
or for the task of governing and instructing a’ 
family ; it is oftener from the neglect of exer- 
cising the talents which they really have, and 
from omitting to cultivate a taste for intellec- 
tual improvement; by this neglect, they lose 
the sincerest of pleasures, which would re- 
main when almost every other forsook them, 
of which neither fortune nor age can deprive 
them, and which would bea comfort and re- 
source in almost every possible situation in 
life. 
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It is the edacation of youth which makes a Christian 
believe in Christ, a Turk in Mahomet, and an Indian 
ia the incarnations of the Vestnou. 
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MOMENTARY REFLECTIONS. 


‘Of an Emigrant, on the home of his childhood and 


youth. 


Dear scenes of my once happy home, 
When before me ye pass in review, 
Tho’ far off a stranger [ roam, 
Your charms are all painted anew. 


The dwelling that sheltered my birth, 
That rang with my innocent sport, 

That witnessed my juvenile mirth ; 
How lovely its ancient resort ! 


How blest was its moss-covered roof, 
When beneath it a tranquil abode, 

Gave parents and children the proof, 
What love and contentment afford. 


I think of that warm kitchen fire, 
When celd, snowy winter had come, 

Where nut-shells were cracked by our sire, 
For each little maiden and son. 


I think of that sturdy old elm, 
Whose green shady boughs spread around ; 
When Sol’s burning rays heat his realm, 
ITow lively its green grassy ground ! 


I think of the garden in May, 
With its many a flower-bed bloom, 

And roses that opened so gay ; 
How rich was their mingled perfume! 


I think of those ancient grey rocks, 
Of those meads in grass-waving green, 
And pasture fields with herds and flocks : 
What happiness there have | seen ? 


Ah! rush not upon me so fast, 
Ye charming delights of my youth ; 
Why thus should | brood o’er the past, 
And sigh to remember its truth? 


Will my tears recall what has fled, 
Restore what has gone to decay, 
Reanimate those that are dead, 
Or bring back a year, or a day? 


Then hushed be my thoughts, and my tears, 
And fruitless remembrance be o'er; 
For those tinies, and seasons, and years, 
Will return their picasures no more! 
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TO AN INDIAN GOLD COIN, 
BY DR. LEYDON. 


These lines need no eulogium ; they are warm from 
the heart, and must come home powertully to the feel- 
ings of every reader. 
land, had gone as an adventorer lo India in search of 
fortune.. When at lastit was within his grasp, he found 
that he had gained his prize too late; health had for- 
ever fled. 
peculiar diseases of that climate.—Analelic Magazine. 


The authour, a native of Scot- 


He died a few years ago, a victim to the 


* Slave of the dark and dirty mine 
What vanity hath brought thee here? 
Tlow can J love to see thee shine 
So bright, whom I have bought so dear? 
The tent rope’s flapping lone | hear, 
For twilight converse, arm in arm ; 
‘The Jackall’s shrieks burst on my ear 
Whom mirth and musick wont to charm. 


By Chericul’s dark wandering stream, 
Where cane tufts shadow all the wild, 

Sweet visions haunt my waking dream 
Of Teviot. loved while still a child; 








Of castled rocks stupendous piled, 
By Esk, or Eden’s classick wave, 

Where loves of youth and friendship smiled, 
Uncursed by thee, vile yellow slave ! 


Fade, day dreams sweet, from mem’ry fade! 
The perish’d bliss of youth’s first prime, 

That once so bright on fancy played, 
Revives no more in after time. 

Far from my sacred natal clime 
I haste to an untimely grave ; 

The daring thoughts that soared sublime 
Are sunk in ocean’s southern wave. 


Slave of the mine! thy yellow light 
Gleams baleful as the tomb fire drear— 
A gentle vision comes by night 
My lonely, widowed heart to cheer ; 
Her eyes are dim with many a tear, 
That once were guiding stars to mine : 
Her fond heart throbs with many a tear ! 
I cannot bear to see thee shine! 


For thee, for thee, vile yellow slave, 

I left a heart that loved me true; 
I crossed the tedious ocean-wave, 

To roam in climes unknown and new, 
The cold wind of the stranger blew 

Chill on my withered heart—the grave, 
Dark and untimely, met my view ; 

And all for thee vile yellow slave ! 


Ha! com’st thou now, so late to mock 

A wanderer’s banish’d heart forlorn, 
Now that his frame the lightning shock 

Of sun-rays tipt with death has borne— 
From love, from friendship, country, torn— 

To memory’s fond regrets the prey ? 
Vile slave, thy yellow dress I scorn ; 

Go, mix thee with thy kindred clay.” 
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TO-MORROW. 
To-morrow !—mortal, boast not thou 
Of time and tide that are not now! 
Bat think, in one revolving day 
How earthly things may pass away! 





Toeday—while hearts with rapture spring, 
The yonth of beauty’s lip may cling ; 
T'o-morrow—and that lip of bliss 

May sleep, unconscious of his kiss. 


To-day—the blooming spouse may press 
Her husband in a fond caress ; 
To-morrow—and the hands that pressed 
May wildly strike her widowed breast. 


To-day—the clasping babe may drain 
The milk-stream from its mother’s vein; 
To-morrow—like a frozen rill, 

That bosom-current may be still. 


To-day=thy merry heart may feast 
Qn herb and fruit, and bird and beast; 
To-morrow—spite of all thy glee, 
The hungry worms may feast on thee. 


To-morrow !—mortal, boast not thou 
Of time and tide that are not now! 
But think, in one revolving day 
That e’en thyself may pass away. 
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